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everyday lives, yet many people aren’t 
sure what they actually involve. From real 
estate transactions to powers of attorney, 
notarization helps prevent fraud, verify 
identity, and ensure important documents 
are legally valid. Understanding whats 
required before you meet with a notary 
can make the process smoother, faster, 
and more secure.

This is especially important to understand 
because it helps ensure your document 
will be accepted without delay or legal 
challenge.

This short guide will walk you through 
everything you need to know about 
getting documents notarized. Whether its 
your first time or you just need a refresher, 
youll walk away feeling more informed 
and confident.

This is especially important to understand 
because it helps ensure your document 
will be accepted without delay or legal 
challenge.

Note: This guide is based on notary 
practices and laws in the United States. If 
you’re outside the U.S., requirements may 
differ.

This is especially important to understand 
because it helps ensure your document 
will be accepted without delay or legal 
challenge.
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A notarization is the formal process of having a document certified by a Notary Publica 
state-authorized official tasked with preventing fraud. The notary acts as an impartial 
witness to ensure that:

  The person signing the document is who they say they are
  They are signing willingly and are of sound mind
  The document is legitimate and hasnt been tampered with

This is especially important to understand because it helps ensure your document will be 
accepted without delay or legal challenge.

There are several types of notarizations:

 � Acknowledgment: Used when you need to confirm you signed a document voluntarily.

  �Oath or Affirmation: A spoken promise to tell the truth, often used in affidavits.

This is especially important to understand because it helps ensure your document will be 
accepted without delay or legal challenge.

Each type of notarization serves a unique legal purpose, and your notary will help ensure 
the correct one is used.

What Is a  
Notarization, Really?
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Proper preparation saves time and ensures your notarization is valid. Here’s what youll need:

 � A valid government-issued ID such as a driver’s license, passport, or military ID. It must 
be current and not expired.

 � The document to be notarized, preferably unsigned. Most notarizations require that you 
sign in front of the notary.

 � Witnesses, if your document requires them. Be sure to confirm this ahead of time, as 
notaries often cannot serve as a witness themselves.

This is especially important to understand because it helps ensure your document will be 
accepted without delay or legal challenge.

Additional Tips:

 � Review your document for blank spaces. Many notaries will not proceed if the 
document is incomplete.

 � If youre unsure about which type of notarization you need, consult the document 
provider or a legal professional, as notaries are not permitted to provide legal advice.

This is especially important to understand because it helps ensure your document will be 
accepted without delay or legal challenge.

What You  
Need to Bring



5
SEALED & SECURE: EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT NOTARIZATIONS

Youd be surprised how many everyday documents need notarization. Here are some 
common examples:

 � Real Estate Forms: Deeds, property transfers, mortgage papers, and refinancing 
agreements.

  �Legal Documents: Powers of attorney, wills, trusts, and affidavits.

 � Financial Documents: Loan agreements, retirement withdrawals, and credit-related 
paperwork.

  �Parental and School Forms: Travel consent for minors, custody agreements, and 
school enrollment forms.

  �Business Forms: Contracts, partnership agreements, and vendor arrangements.

This is especially important to understand because it helps ensure your document will be 
accepted without delay or legal challenge.

If youre not sure whether your document needs notarization, check with the entity 
requesting it.

Common Documents 
That Need a Notary



6
SEALED & SECURE: EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT NOTARIZATIONS

Heres a step-by-step breakdown of what typically happens during a notary appointment:

1  � Verification of Identity: The notary checks your ID to ensure it matches the name on 
the document.

2  � Review of the Document: The notary scans the document to confirm its complete 
and ready for signing.

3  � Signing the Document: You sign the document in front of the notary. If an oath is 
required, youll be asked to verbally affirm the truthfulness of the contents.

4  � Journal Entry: The notary records the details of the transaction in their official 
journal.

5  � Applying the Notarial Seal: The notary stamps and signs the document to certify its 
authenticity.

This is especially important to understand because it helps ensure your document will be 
accepted without delay or legal challenge.

The whole process usually takes just a few minutes if youre properly prepared.

What Happens During 
a Notarization?
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Its easy to make small mistakes that could invalidate your notarization. Heres what to avoid:

 � Signing too early: Most notarizations require that the document be signed in the 
notarys presence.

 � Bringing an expired ID: Even a day past expiration, your ID may be rejected.

 � Leaving blank sections: Incomplete documents are a red flag for fraud.

 � Forgetting required witnesses: If your document requires witnesses, bring them with 
you.

 � Requesting legal advice: Notaries are not allowed to interpret or explain 
documentsdoing so could be considered unauthorized legal practice.

This is especially important to understand because it helps ensure your document will be 
accepted without delay or legal challenge.

Double-check your document and ID before your appointment to avoid delays.

Avoid These 
Common Mistakes
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In todays busy world, flexibility matters. Thats why mobile and remote notarizations are 
becoming more popular.

Mobile Notary: A certified notary travels to your home, office, or public location to notarize 
your documents on-site. This is ideal for seniors, professionals with tight schedules, or 
anyone who prefers convenience.

This is especially important to understand because it helps ensure your document will be 
accepted without delay or legal challenge.

Online Notarization: Some states allow notarizations via secure video conferencing 
platforms. You upload your document, verify your identity, and sign digitally while the 
notary watches in real time.

This is especially important to understand because it helps ensure your document will be 
accepted without delay or legal challenge.

Check with Central Florida Notary Express to see if online notarization is available for your 
document type. Were here to make the process as easy and accessible as possible!

This is especially important to understand because it helps ensure your document will be 
accepted without delay or legal challenge.

Bonus: Mobile & 
Online Notary Options
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By now, you know what a notary does, what to 
bring, how to avoid common errors, and even 
how mobile and online notarizations work. 
Being informed means you can approach any 
notarization with clarity and peace of mind.

This is especially important to understand 
because it helps ensure your document will be 
accepted without delay or legal challenge.

Central Florida Notary Express is here to 
support your notary needsfast, professional, and 
stress-free.

386-853-4821

www.centralfloridanotaryexpress.com

Have questions or need to schedule an 
appointment? Lets get your documents sealed 
with confidence.

Conclusion: You're 
Ready to Sign with 
Confidence


